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The Chiru of High Tibet by Jacqueline Briggs Martin  J 599.64 Mar 

 

The chiru are a small antelope like species who live on the plains of 

the Chang Tang in northern Tibet. Sought for their wool (shahtoosh, 

the warmest of wools), the chiru have been hunted so much they are 

endangered. George Schaller learned of their plight and determined 

to track them to the birthing grounds so that the chiru could be pro-

tected. An amazing true adventure story.  

The Perfect Sword (Japan) by Scott Goto   Pic Goto 

 

Michio is an apprentice to Sensei Masa, a master swordsmith.  When he 

helps make an especially fine sword, everyone wants it. But Sensei has re-

solved that the sword must go only to someone who is worthy of such a 

sword. But how can you tell if a samurai is worthy? 

Manjiro: The Boy Who Risked His Life for Two Countries   

by Emily Arnold McCully     J 952.025 Mcc 

 

Can you imagine if it was against the law to leave your country? It was in 

Japan in the early 19th century — no visitors were allowed in, and if you 

left, you were not allowed to return. Fourteen year old Manjiro and his fel-

low fisherman were shipwrecked, then rescued by Americans. Taken to the 

US, Manjiro learned English, went to school, yet always wanted to return to 

Japan. But what would happen to him? 

Younguncle Comes to Town by Vandana Singh  J Singh 

 

No one embraces life quite like Younguncle (he’s been called that for 

so long no one remembers what his real name is!) When Younguncle 

comes to stay with his brother’s family, the parents hope he will final-

ly settle down.  Younguncle tries a variety of jobs, travels, and tells the 

most wonderful stories.  You’ll learn a lot about life in India as you 

read this book! 

The Legend of Hong Kil Dong: The Robin Hood of Korea   

by Anne Sibley O’Brien   J 398.21 Obr 

 

Hong Kil Dong’s father is a government official but his mother is a 

commoner, so there are many things he is not allowed to do in 17th 

century Korea. Frustrated, he leaves to study with monks, learning 

swordplay, martial arts, and magic. When he returns to his father, 

there is still no place for him. So he decides to use his knowledge help 

the poor, seeking justice from corrupt rulers. 

When Heaven Fell by Carolyn Marsden         J Marsden 

 

What if all you knew of America was what you saw in the movies? That’s how 

it is for 9 year old Binh, who lives in Vietnam. Then she finds out she has an 

aunt from America who is coming to visit. Everyone is so excited . . . What 

will she bring? Bicycles, TVs, CD players? What will she wear? Will she speak 

Vietnamese? Di Taoh, now known as Sharon, is not what anyone expects. 
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